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“CRESSY.”

BY BRET HARTE,

AUTHOR or “Taz Luvcx or Roamixg Cawp,
“Tares or THE ARGoNAUTs,” “IN THE
Casquivey Woons,"” “Marxsa,"” Erc

BECES———
CHAPTER VIIL
The conversation »«ich Jobonie Filgee had
overheard between [ ucle Beo and the gorceous
stranger, although unintalligible to his infant
mind, was fraught with roms significanee to the

aduit settiers of Indian Spring. The town itself, |

like most interior seitleinents, was origioally a
miniog encampment, and as such its founders
sod settlers derived *heir possession of the soil
under the mining laws that took precedence of
all otber titles. But although that title was
beld to be goed even after the abandooment of
their original occupation, and the establishment
of shope, off'ces and dwellings on the site of the

deserted places, the suburbs of the town and |
sutlyiog districts were more precariously held |

by squatters, under the presampuion of their
beiog publie land open to precccupation, or the
settiement of school-land warrants upon them.
Few of the squatters had taker the trouble to
perfect even Lhese easy titles, merely boldiog
“possession” for agricaltural or domieciliary pur-
poses, snd subject ooly to the
invasion of ““jumpers,” a class of adventurers,
who, in the abevanee of recognized legal title,
“jumped” or forcibly seized such portions of a
yquatter’s domain as were not protected by
leocing or superior force. It was, therefore,
with some excitement that Indian Spring re-
seived the news that a Mexican grant of three
3quare leagues, which covered the whole dis-
trict, had been lately confirmed by the govern-
ment, and that action would be taken to recover
possession. It was understood that it would
not affect the adverse possessions. held by the
town under the minmg laws, but it would com-
pel the aedjacent squatters, lhke MeKinstry,
Davis, Masters and Filgee, and jumpers, like
the Harrisons, to buy the legal title or defend a
plow but losing lawsnit The holders of the
praat—rieh eapitalists of San Francisco—were
ppen to comproinise to those in actual posses-
sion, and in the benefits of this compromise the
unserupulous “‘jumper,” who had neither sown
vor reaped, but simply dispossessed the squaiter
who had done both, shared equally with him.

A diversity of opinion as to the effect of the
new claim caturally obtained: the older settlers
still elung to their experiences of an easy ab-
original holding of the soil, and were skeptical
both as to the validity and justice of these re-
vised alien grants: but the newer arrivals bailed
this certain teoure of legal titles as a gusrantes
to eapital and an incentive to imbprovement
There was also a growiog and influential party
of Eastern and Northern men, who were not
sorry to see a fruitful source of dissension and

bloodsbed removed. The feuds of the MeKin-
strys and Harrisons, kept alive overs boundary
to which neitber bad any legal eclaim, would
seem to bring them herealter within the statate
law regarding ordinary assaults without any
ethieal mystification. Oan the other hand, Me-
Kinstry and Harrison wonld each be able to
Arrange any compromise with the new title-held-
ers for the lands they possessed, or make over
that “actual possession” for a consideration. [t
was feared that both men, being naturally law-
mss, would unite to render anv legal eviction a
ong aod dangerous process, and that
they would either be left undisturbed till the
last, or would foree a profitable concession. But
s greater excitement followed when it was
known that a section of the land had already
been sold by the owners of the grant; =®at this
gection exactly covered the debamble jand of
the McKinstry-Harrison boundariec, asd that
the new landlord would at once attempt its legal
possession. The inspiration of genius that had
thus effected a division of the Harrison-MeKin-
stry combination at its one weak apot excited
even the sdmiration of the skeptics. No one in
Indian Spring knew its real suthor, for the suit
wos ostensibly laid in the name of a San Fran-
eciseo banker. But the intellizeat reader of
Johnny Filgee's late experience doring the cele-
bration will have alreaay recognized Unele Bea
as the man, and it becomes a part of this vera-
cious chronicle at this moment to allow him to
explain, not only his intentions, but the means
by which he earried them out, 1n his own words.

It was one afternoon st the end of his usual

solitary lesson, and the master and Unecle Ben
were awaiting the arrival of Rupert. Unclo
Ben's educational progress lately, through dint
of slow tenacity, had somewhat improved, and
®e haa just completed, from certain forms and
sxamples in s book befors him, a “Letter to a
Consignee,” informing him that he, Unele Ben,
had just shipped “2 cwt. ivory elephant tusks,
%0 pecu!s of rice and 400 bris prime mess pork
from lodian Spring:” sad anothsr begioning
““Honored Madam,” and conveying in admirable
artificial phraseciogy the ‘‘lamented decease” of
the lads’'s husband from yellow fever, contracted
on the Gold coast, and Uncle Den was surveyiog
his work with eriticai satisfaction when the
master, somewhat impatiently, consulted bis
wateh. Unele Ben lookedup. ;

"] oughter told ye that Rupe didn't kalkilate
$0 come to-day.”

“lndeed—why not!

“] reckon because I told bim he needn't. I
sllowsd to—to hev' a little privale talk with ye,
Mr. Ford, if ye didn't mind. .

Mr. Ford's face did not shins with invitation.
“Very well,” hesaid, “‘only remember | have an
sngagement this atternoon.”

“*But that ain't uantil about sundown,” said
Uncie Ben, quietiy. *“‘I won't kiep ye ez long
w that.”

Mr. Ford glanced quickly at Uccle Ben, with
a risiog color. *“What do you know of my en-
gagements?” he said, sharply.

“Nothin', Mr. Ford,” returncd Uncle Ben,
simply; “but hevin' bin layin' ro nd, lookin' for
7o here and at the hotel for four or five days
sllos about that time and wnot findin’ you, I
rather kalkilated that you might hev' suthin’
reg’lar on hand.”

There certainly was nothing in his face or
manner to indicate the least evasion or deeeit,
or indieate snythiog but his usnal naivete, per-
bhaps a iittle perturbed and preocecarpied by what
be was goiag to say. “'I bad an idea of writin'
jou a letter,” he continued, “kinder ecombinin’
practice and eonfidential information, you know.
l'o be square with you, Mr. Ford, in pint o fact,
've got it here. But ez it don't seam to entirely
ribe with the facts, and leaves a heap o' things
susaid and onseen, perhaps it's jest ez wall ez [
read it to you myself—putten’'in a word here
and shere, and explainin’ it ginrally. Do you
sabet”

The master nodded, and Uncie Ben draw
from his desk a rude portfolio made from the
two covers of a dilapidated atlas, and took from
ostween them a piece of blotting paper, which
through inordinare application had acquired the
color and consistency of a slate, and a few
pages of copy-book paper, that to the casual
plance looked like sheeots of exceedipely difficuit
music. Surveyiog them with a blending of
shirographie pride, orthographiec doubt, and the
bashful consciousaess of a literary amateur; he
traced each line with a forefinger inked to the
second joint, and siowly read aloud as follows:

***Mr. Ford, Teacher:

“Dear Sir<Yours of the 12th ree'd and contents
noted . “I dida't,” explained U'nele Ben. parenthet.
«<ally, ‘"receive any letter of yours, but I thought I
+night heave in that beginning from eopy for practice,
The rest is me.”" ‘In reiference to my harving mun-
wey,” coutinued Uncle Ben, reading and pointing each
word as be read, “And beingable to buy Ditch Stocks
an' Land ——""

“One moment.” said Mr. Ford, interrupting, “I
thought you were going to leave. out copy. Comse to
what you have to say.”

“Bat [ hev—thia is all real mow. Hold on and
you'll see,” said Uncle Ben. Ha resumed with tri-
umphant emphasis.

* “When it were gin'rally allowed that I haddents
red cent, I want to explain to you, Mister Ford, for
the fizst time » secret. This here is how it was done:
When | first cama 1w Injian Spring, | settlad down in-
to theold Palmetto claim, near a heap of old waillings.
Knowin' it were against the rools, and reglar Chiny-
man’s bizess to work them, 1 diddn’t let on to eny-
boddy what I did—witch wos to torn over some of the

parts what 1 thooght was likely and Orniflferus.
?Ioing tais 1 kem upon some pay ore which them
Palmetto fellers had overlookt, or more likely had
kaved in upon them from the vank onknowy Work-
n’ at it in od times by and large, sometimes afore sun-
up and sometimes alter sor-down, sud all the time
keeping up & day’s work on the claim for & show to
the bovs, | emassed & bonist fortune in two vears of
50000 dolers and still am. Bat it will be asked
% the iperedjulos Reeder, How did you
aever let out anything to Injian Sprin
wd How did you get rid of your yeald?
Mister Ford, the Anser is | took it twist a month on
108s back over to La Port and sent it by express to a
sank in Sacramento, givin' the name of Daabigny,
witeh no one in La Port took for me. The Ditch Stok
sud the Land was all took in the same name, Lens the
secret was coreviled to the Gemeral Eyeo—stop &
ninit’,” ke interrupted himself quickiy as the master,
‘N an accession of impatisnt seapticism, was about to
Sreak in upon him, “it ain'tall.” Thea dropping his
foice to & tremulons and almost funereal elimaz, he
went on

“*“Thus we ses that hent indarstry is Rewarded
B Spite of Mining ‘;{‘:uh and Reggylashuns, and

disses agvn Furrin Labor is piayed out and
Beeth ke & shad-or contonueyetkh not long ln One Spot,
and that & Man wmay spear to be of po Ascount aad
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yet Emass that witeh is far abov rubles and Fadith
not Away. * ‘Hoppin’ for & cortinneyanca
of your fevors I remain,
** “Yours to command,
“iBeNnJ. D’AUBlGNY.""

The cloomy satiafaction with which Uncle
Ben regarded this peroration—a satisfaction
that actually appeared to bs equal to the revela-
tion itself—only corroborated the master’s indig-
nant doubts.

“Come,” he said, impulsively taking the papsr
from Uncle Ben's reluctant hand, “*how much of
this is & copcoction of yours and Rupes—and
how mueh 18 a trus story! Do you really
mean—1"

‘“‘Hold on, Mr. Ford!” interrupted Unele Ben,
suddenly fumbliag in the breast ]Lo:ket of his
red shirt, “I reckoned omn your beinga little
hard with me, remembering our first talk 'bout
these things—so Iallowed I'd bring some proof.”
Slowly extracting a lone legal envelope from his
pocket, he opened it, and drew out two or three
crisp certificates of stock, and handed them to
the master.

*“Ther's one bundred shares made out to Benj.
Daubigny. I'd bev brought you over the deed
of the land, too, but ez it's ratner hard to read
off hand, on account of the law palaver, 1've left
it ap at the shanty to tackle at odd times by
way of practicing. Buat ef you like we'll go up
thar, and I'll show it to you "

Still haunted by his belief in Unele Pen's
small duplicities, Mr. Ford hesitated. These
were certaiuly bona fide certificates of stock
made outto “Daubigny.” Bat he had never
actually accepted Uncle Ben's statement of his
identity with that person, and now it was
offered as a corroboration of a still more im-
probable story. He looked at Unecle Bea's
simple face siightly deepening in color under
his serutiny—perhape with conscions guilt.

“Have you made anybody your confidant]
Rupe, for instancei” he asked significantly.

“In eourse not,"” replied Uncle Ben, with a
slight stiffening of wounded pride. ‘"On’y your-
self, Mr. Ford, and the young feller Staey from
the bank—ez was obligated to know 1t. In fact,
I wos kalkilatin® to ask you to help me to talk to
him about that yer boundary land.”

Mr. Ford's skepticism was at last staggered.
Any practical joke or foolish complicity Detween
the agent of the bank and a man like Uncle Ben
was out of the question, and if the story were
his owp sole invention, he would havye scarcely
dared to risk so accessible and nncompromising
a denial as the agent had it in his power to give.

He held out his hand to Uncle Ben. “Lelme
econgratulate you,” he eaid heartily, ‘‘and forgive
me if your story really sounded so woederful I
couldn't quite grasp it. Now let me ask you
something more. Have you had any reason for
keeping tL.s & secret, other than your fear of
confessing that you violated a few bigoted and
idiotic mining rules—which, after all, are bind-
ing only upon sentiment—and which yoor sus-
cess has proved to be utterly impractical!™ )

“There was another roason, Mr. Ford,” said
Unele Ben,” wiping away an embarrassed smile
with the back of bis band; ‘‘that is, to be squara
with you, why I thought of coamsulting you. I
didn't keer to have McKinsiry, and,” he added
hurriedly, in course Harrison, too, know that I
bought up the titie to thar boundary.”

“l understand,” nodded the master. *“I
shouldn't think you would.”

“Why shouldn't ye!” asked Uncle Ben,
quickly.

*“Well—I don't suppose you care to quarrel
with two passionate men.”

Uacle Ben's face changed. Presently, how-
ever, with his band to his face, he managed to
macipulate another smile, only it appeared for
the purpose of being as awkwardly wiped away.

**Say one passionate man, Mr. Ford.”

*“Well, one if you like,” returned the master,
chearfully. ‘‘But for the matter of that, why
any! Come—do you mind telling me why you
bought the Iand at all! You know it's of little
value to any but McKinstry and Harrison.”

‘‘Soppose,” said Unele Ben, slowly, with a
great affectation of wipiog his ink-spotted desk
with his sleeve, ‘‘Soppose that [ had got kinder
tired of sesin’ MeKinstry and Harrison allue
fightin' and serimmagin’ over their boandary
line. Soppose | kalkilated that it wara't the
sert o' thing to induce folks to settle here.
Soppose | reckoned that by gettin’ the real title
in my bands I'd bave the dead-wood on both o
them, and settle the thing my own way, e¢h?”

*“That certainly was a very lsudable inten-
tion,” returned Mr. Ford, observing Unele Ben
curioosly, 'and from what you said just now
about one passionate man, [ suppose vou have
determined already who to favor. | hope your
publie spirit will be appreciated by Iudian
Spring at least—if 1t isn's by those two men.”

“You lay low and keep dark and yon'll see,”
returned his companion with a hopeluiness of
speech whieh his somewhat anxious ecagerness
Lowever did not quite bear out. *“But you're
not goin’ yet, surely,” be added, as the master
again abstractedly econsulted his wateh, *lits
ou’y half past 4. Its true thar ain't any more
to tell,” he added simply, ‘'but 1 had ao  idea
that yon might hev took to this yer little story
of mine more than you "pear to be, and might be
askin' questions and kinder bedevlin’ me with
jokes ez to what | wos goin' to do—and all that

ut p'raps it don't seem s0 wonderful to you

arter all. Come to think of it—squarely now.”
he said, with a singular despondency, “I'm
rather sick of it myself—oh!”

“My dear old boy,” said Ford, grasping both
his haode, with a swift revulsion of shame at
bis own utterly selfish abstraction; ‘‘I am over-
joyed at your good luck. More than that, I can
gay honestly, old fellow, that it couldn't have
fallen in more worthy hands, or to any one
whose good fortune would have pleased me
more. There! And if ['ve beer slow and stupid
in taking it in, it is because it's so wonderful, 8o
hke a fairy talaof virtue rewarded—as if you
were a kind of male Cinderella, old man!” He
had no intention of lying—he had no belief that
he was. He had only forgotten that his pre-
vious impressions and hesitations had arisen
from the very fact that he did doubt the con-
sistency of the story with his belief in Ubpcle
Ben's weakness. But be thought himself now
80 sincere that the generous reader, who no
doubt is alwaya ready to hail the perfect equity
g{ his neighbor's good luek, will readily forgive

im.

In the plenitude of this sineerity, Ford threw
himself at full length on one of the long benches,
and with a gesture invited Uncle Ben to make
bhimself equally at hia ease. ‘‘Come,” he said,
with boyish gaiety, ‘‘let's hear your plans, old
man. o begin with, who's to share them with
you! Of course, there are ‘the old folks at
home' first; then you bave brothers—and per-
haps sisters?” FHe stopped and glanced with a
smile at Uncls Pen: the idea of there beinga
possible female of his species struck bis faney.

Uncle Ben, who had hitherto always exercised
8 severe restraint—partly from respect and
partly from eautioa-—over his long limbs in the
school-house, hers slowly lifted one leg over an-
other bench, and sat himeelf astride of it, lean-
ing forward on his elbow, his chin resting be-
tween bis hands

“*As [ar as the old folks goes, Mr. Ford, Im a
kind of an orpnan.”

“A kind of orphani” echoed Ford.

“‘Yes,” said Uncle Ben, leaning heavily on his
chin, so that the action of bis jaws with the
enuncistion of eacu word slightly jericed his
Lhead forward as if he were imparting confiden-
tial information to the benech before him. “‘Yes,
that is, you see, I'm all right ez far as the old
man goes—he's dead; died way back in Mizzouri
But ez to my mother. it's sorter betwixt and be-
tween—kinder unsurtain. You see, Mr. Ford,
she went off with a city feller—an entire
stranger to me—afore the old man died, and
that's wot broke up my schoolin’, Now, whether
she's bere, there, or youn, ean’t be found out,
though Squire Tompkios allcwed—and be were
alawyer—that the old man could get a divoree if
he wanted, and that, you see, would make me a
whole orphan, ef I keetd to prove title, ez the
the lawyers say. Well—thut sorter lat’s the old
folks out. Then my brother was one't drowned
in the North Platt, and 1 never bad any sisters.
That don't leave much family for plannin’ about
~does it!"”

““No,” said the master, reflectively, gazing at
Uncle Ben. “unless you avail yourself of your
advantages now and have one of yourown. I
suppose now that you are rieh, you'll marry.”

Unele Ben slightly changed his position, and
then, with his fioger and thumb, began to ap-
parently feed himeself with <ertain crumbs
which bad escaved from the children's luncheon
baskets and were stifl lying on the beneh. In-
teut on this occupation and without raising his
eyes to the master, he returned slowly.

““Waell, you see, I'm sorter married alreadrv.”

The master sst up quickly.

“What, you married —now!”

“Well, perhapa that's a question. It's a good
deal iike my beein’ an orpuan—oucertain and
onsettled.” He paused to pursue au evasive
erumb to the end of the bench and having cavt-
ured it, went on, **It was when 1 was youoger
than yon be, and she warn't very old neither.
But she knew a heap nmiore than I did; and ez to
readin’ and wnitin, she was thar, I tel! you,
every time. You'ld hev admired to ses ber, Mr.
Ford.” Ashe paused here as if he had eaxhaust-
ed the subject the master said impatiently,

**Well, where is sha now!”

“Uncle Ben shook bis head slowly. *“Tain't
saen her sens I left Mizzouri, goin’ on five years
ago.”

““Bat why haven't you!
ter!” persisted the master.

“*Well—you see—I runned away. Notshe, von
know, but I—I seooted, skedaddled out here.”

“‘But what for!” asked the master. regarding
Uncle Ben with hopsless wonder. ‘‘Something
must have happensad. What was it. Was
she —"

**She was a good schollard,” said Uncle Bea
gravely, “and allowed to be sech by all. She
stood about so high.,” he continned, indieating
with bis baod & medium height; ‘“‘war littie and
dark complected.”

““But you must have had some reason for
leaving her!”

““I've sometimes had an idea,” said Uncle Gen
eautiousiy, ‘‘that mebbee runniu’ away ran in
eome fam’lies. Now, there war my mother run
off with an entire siranger, aud yer's me &z run
off by myself. And what makes it the more
one-like 18 that jest asdad allus allowed he eould
get a devorce agin mother, so my wile could hev
gut one agin moe for leavin'her. Andits almoest

What was the mat-

an even-handed game that she hez. It's there
were the oncertainty comes in.”

“Buat are you satisfied to remain in this doubt?
or do you propose, now that you are able, to in-
sti*ute a thorough search for herl”

] was kalkilatin' to look around a little,” said
Unecle Ben simply.

‘““Apd return to herif you find her?” continued
the master.

“‘I didn't say that, Mr. Ford.”

“But if she hasn’t got a diverce from von
that's what you'll bavs to do, and what you ought
to do—if I understar® your story. For by your
own showing, &8 more causeless, heartless, and
utterly inexcusable desertion than yours, I
never heard of.”

“Do you think so!”" said Uncle Ben with ex-
asperating simplicity.

“Do I think sof” repeated Mr, Ford indie-
pantly. “Everybods’ll think so. They csn’s
think otberwise. You say you deserted her, and
you admit she did nothing to provoke it.”

“No,” returned Uncle Ben quickly, ‘‘nothin’.
Did I tell you, Mr. Ford, that she could play
the pianner and ging!”

“No," said Mr. Ford eurtly, rising impatiently
and crossing the room. He was more than baif
convinced that Uncle Ben was deceiving hym.
Either under the vein of his hide-bonnd eim-
plicity he was an utterly selfish, heartless, se-
eretive man, or elee he was telling an idiotic
falsehood.

“I'm sorry I ean neither congratulate you nor
corndole with you on what you have just told
me. I cannot see that you have the
least excuse for delaying a single moment to
search for your wife, aud make amends for your
conduet. And if you want my opinion it strikes
me as be!ng a much more honorable way of em-
ploying your npew riches than mediating in your
neighbors' squabbles. Bat it's gettine late, and
I'm afraid we must bring our talk toan end. I
hope you'll think this thing over before we meet
again—and think diferently.”

Nevertheless, as they both left the school-
house, Mr. Ford lingered over the locking of the
door to give Uncle Ben a final chanee for further
explanatien. But none came. The new capital-
ist of Indian Spring regarded him with an in-
tensification of kis nsusl half sad, half embar-
rassed smile, and only said: ““You understand
this yer's a secrot, Mr. Ford?”

_**Certainly,” said Ford, with ill-concealed ir-
ritation,

‘“'Bout my bein' sorter married?”

“Don’t be alarmed,” he responded drily; “it's
pot a takiong story.”

They separated, ['ne!le Ben, more than ever
involved in his usual unsatisfactory purposes,
wending his way toward his riches; the master
lingering to observe his departure before he
plunged in virtuons superiority into the woods
that fringed the Harrison and McKinstry boun-
daries.

TO BE CONTINUED.

——_‘:

No Terror in the Guillotine.
Harper's Magazine,

And yet it is evident that the guillotine was
not at first a terror-inspiring object. One
general of the revolutionary army bad a guillo-
tine engraved on his seal. The Isdies of Tours
wore guillotine ear-rings, and the “‘avenger of
the people” danced with them at the procon-
gular balls. The guillotine was a la mode. Its
inventor, Dr. Guaillotin, in a speech before the
Nationa! Assembly, on Dee. 1, 1789, haa said:
“With my machine I slice off your head in the
twinkling of an oye, and you do not suffer.”
People, it must be presumed, soon grew secus-
tomed to the fatal machine, for it even entered
the saions, and MM. de Goncourt relate in their
“History of French Soeiety During the Revo-
iation™ “In extremely good eompany at des-
sert, after supper, a little mahogany guillo-
tine was placed on the table, and the
ladies, acting the role of Sanson, placed
under the kaoife dolls, whose heads were por-
traits of some enemv-rLameth. Robespierre,
Bailiy or Lafayette. "The head was cut off and
red fluid flowed from the neck; ‘the doll was a
bottle, and thke blood some amber-colored
liquer.” Soelety, in its insoucianece, treated as
a toy the ipstrument wbich was soon to deeci-
mwate its ranks. Bot, except in priunts, the guil-
lotine is not often represented. It is oceasion-
ally found on patriotie snuff-boxes, which them-
selves take the form of a Phrycian cap. There
is oue iron pike-head at the Csroavalet Meseum
cn which is engraved an old-fashioned guilio-
tine worked by a rope. On the keife is en-
graved a Phryeian ¢ap, and the juseriptions
above and below are ““Ca ira” and *"Vive la Re-
pubiique.” When the guillotine was first used
the knife was held suspended by a rope, and at
a given gignal a soldier with averted eyes cut
tte rope with his sword. Afterward the work-
ing of the machine was improved and made
more expeditious as its use became extended.

-

One of Harrlson's Embarrassments.
New York Preas,
Not the least of President-elect lHarrison's
embarrassments will be the necessity to decide
which base-ball nine he wishes to repose at the

foot of the column mext year—Washington or
Indiasapolis,
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NOVELTIES IN JUIWWELRY AND TABLE-
WAL,

—

Jewelers' Review.

A peat hair-pin is one topped with a small ox-
idized-si'ver revolver.

A fac-simile of a ball of twine in bronze now
does service as a paper weight.

Miniature bath slippers in wvariegated geold
form cute little sleeve buttons.

Something novel in brooches is a horss and
rider of silver, encircled by a whip.

Frosted eilver tea bails have made their ad-
vent disguised as foll-grown lemons.

Colored glass is still in vogue, notwithstanding
the prevailing fashion for cut erystal.

Link bracelets of oxidized silver and set with
stones of different colors are much in vogue.

Ear-rings in the form offpolished gold anchors

- are becoming conspicuouns by their appearance.

A mateh safe of peculiar design is an exact
counterpart of a small canoe in oxidized silver.

Solid silver mateh boxes, in book form, that
open at both ends are again eoming into favor.

A peat queen chain pendant for morning at-
tire i¢ a faceted jet ball eucireled with a frail
geld wire.

To eatch the holiday trade ehildrens’ solid sil-
ver enpe, with beautifully-engraved devices, are
announced,

A brooch formed of a donble Maltese eross,
get with half-pearis and a diamond star center
is something new.

Charming as a necklace is a row of pearl-fin-
ished silver beads with a pear-sbaped pearl sus-
pended between each.

The latest novelty in queen chain pendants is
a tiny gold thimble with the nidme neatly en-
graved around the rim.

There seems to be no end to whims in queen
cbain pendant=. Now comes the peanut, in
beaten gold, and of natural size.

A relic of the campaign is a sleeve button of
dull gold upon which a liliputian whisk broom of
platinum stands ont in bold relief.

Beautiful but ecostly are the new brightly-
polished gold lockets decorated with a raised
enamel star and solitaire diamond center.

The hollow-ball gueen chasin pendant com-
posed entirely of emall blue enamel forget-me-
nots, has lost none of its great popuiarity.

The fiany tribe now bhave their cennterfeit in
small oxidized-silver match-boxes, the latest to
appear being in the form of a miniature trout.

Dainty teas and after-dinner coffees in the
serrated ribbing of the cactus have made
their appearance. They are much stronger than
they appear to ba. by resson of their peeuliar
form, and are, withal, extremely pretty.

The bone dish has become so much a part of
regular table service that the best lines of sets
are made up with this useful article ioecluded,
They come in sets of dozens and eightesn, in

varied deeigns and are easily added to any serv-
ice that may be in use.

Boue china, by which term is meant china
that is composed io part of phosphate of lime,
producsd by the calcination of bones, is the
most delicate of all the finer poreelain. It is
easily distinguished by the creamy transluceney
and velvety glaze. Another characteristic is
the beautifal efect of colors on the mellow
glaze, a property not possessed by any of the
other porcelains in a similar grade,

e

The Use of Water at and Before Meals,

New York Graphie.

Opinions differ as to the effect of the free in-
gestion of water at mesl times, but the view
generally received is probably that it dilutes
the gastric juice and so retards digestion. Apart
from the fact that a moderate delay in the pro-
cess 18 by no means a disadvantage, as Sir Will-
iam Koberts has shown in his explanation of
the popularity of the tea and cofies, it's more
than doubtful whether aoy sueh effect is 'in re-
ality produced. When ingested during meals,
water may do good by washiog out the digested
food and by exposing the undigested part more
thoroughly to the action of the digested fer-
ments. Pensin is a catalyptic body, and a given
quantity will work almost indefinitaly, provided
the peptomes are removed as they ars formed.
The good effects of water drunk freely before
meals have, however, another beneficial result—
it washes away the mueus which is secreted by
the mucous membrane during the intervals of
reposs and favora peristalsis of the whole ali-
mentary tract. The membrane thus cleansed is
in & muech better condition to reeeive food and
convert it into soluble compounds. The accum-
ulation of mucos is specially marked in the
morning. when the gastric walls are covered
with a thick tenacious layer. Food entering
the stomach at this time will become ecovered
with this tenacious coatiog, which, for a time,
protects it from the action of thegastric fer-
ments, and 80 retards digestion. The wiseid
contents, a normal condition in the morning be-
fore breakfast, is not suitable to reesive food.
Exercise before partaking of a meal stimulates
the circulation of the biood vessels. A glass of
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water washes out the muecus, partially distends I

the stomach, wakes up peristalsis and prepares
the alimentary canal for the morning meal,
Observation has shown that non-irritating liq-
uids pass directly throuch the “‘tubular” stomach,
and even if food be present they only mix with
it to a slight extent.

——

AULABIAN BABIES,
et e e
How They Are Tortured—A Halr-Shaviog Pe-
riod of Interest to Them.
Memoirs of an Arabian Princess,

Life has exceptional difSculties for the babiecs
of Eastern oations, especially for those who are
of suficiently high rank to be brought up se-
cordiog to all the ancient customs of their race.
A royal babv's first toilet, in Arabia, consists in
windiog a bandage about its body, alter it bas
been bathed and perfumed. The little creature

is then placed on its back, its arms snd feet are
straightened, and the entire body is swathed to
the shoulders. In this position it remains me-
tionless for forty days, but the bandages are re-
moved twice a day that the child may have a
bath. 'The Arabs believe that this process will
mnake the body sirasight for life. Under
such ecircumstances, it seerns fortupate that
babyhood is not & peried which can be remem-
bered iu after years, for nobody would choose to
suffer such days of misery again, even io recol-
lection. If the child be a girl, on the seventh
day after ber birth, holes, usualiy six in number,
are pricked in her ears, and when she is iwo
months old heavy gold rings are attached to
to them, to be worn througbout her lifetime,
:_xcapt during periods of mourving for rela-
ives.

On the fortieth day the haby's head is
shaved—a ceremony which couid scarcely be
performed in our country, where thick hair
1s usually of a later growth. This operation is
considered & very important one, aud thurty
or forty persons are witnesses of it, for
the vperformance of certain rites. The
disposal'of the first hair is regarded ss a very
weighty matter; it must not be burned nor care-
lessly thrown away, but buried, thrown into the
eea, or hidden in some crevice of a wall, This
fortieth day marke a turning point in the child's
life. Heretofore ithas only been meen by the
parents, the slaves on duty and a few intiniate
friends of the family; now, howevar, it may be
seen by anybedy, and is regarded as fairly
launched on the tide of existence. Several
charms_are attached to its body for proteetion
agaiost the “‘evil eve,” boys wearing them to »
certain age, and girls still longer. The favorite
charm oconsists of a gold or siiver locket, worn
on a chain.

e
A Sonith American Sketch,

Marasham is one of the has beens. All the
people are dead, bat they don't know it (irass
is growiog in the streets, and the place is slow-
ly but surely dying. Theére is very littls busi-
ness, and the one excitement in the mwonth is
the arrival of the American mail steamship. Al-
most every building is aeburch or nunsery,
and priests are everywhere. We firkt make &
call on bis tan-colored Majestv, the President,
and then start out to explore this new and
strange city. Within two years a horse-carrail-
way bas been iotroduced here, prodably by
some enterprising Yankee. The cars are oven
snd similar to our own summer cars in Boston,
q:ongh much smaller. They are drawn by lit-
tie bits of donkeys, whose tremendous ears seem
the bigresat part of them. The conductor stands
on the end of the car and blows & grea: brass
korn on curves and corners.

Occasionally a pair of bilack eyes can be seen
peeping through the bars of a window; we raiss
our hats and they are quick:y withdrawn—look
again and there they are. On the seatia front of us
sits a matronly lady of perhaos forty-five years,
very richly dresseq, beside her a young lady of
twenty years.- Tha latter is altogether eharm-
ing—with rich bisck bhair and speaking eyes
But what is this? Quickly turning 1o bher seat
sbe extenis a jeweied hand, and in broken Span-
ish politely requests my cigar tolight ber dalnty
cigaretip. “Great Scott!” | metter, as | hastily
pass over the required light. She hands it back,
aud, as | gaze upon it, wonder if I had not bet-
ter keep it as a memento of dull old Marsnham.

e S——
Wonderful Work of Ancient Masons.
London Budget.

The old Egyptians were better builders than
those of the present day. There are blocks of
stones in the pyramids which weigh three or
four times as much as the obeiisk on the Lon-
don embackment. There is ons stope, tne
weight of which is estimated at 830 tons. There
are stones thirty feet in length which ft so
closely together thata peckunife may be run
over the surface without discovering the break
between them. They are not laid with mortar
either. We have no machinery so perfect that
it will make two surfaces thirty feetin longth
which will ineet together as these stones in the
pyramids meet. Itis suppossd that they were
rubbed backward and forward unon each other
until the urh.ou were sssimilated, makiog
them the world's wenders in mechanical skill

STAGE TEARS.

Fanny Davenpert Sheds Real T
Yeels No fotw

Philadelphia Times.

Of course, | shed real tears on the stage. Bo
do other actresses. Dut they are by no means - -
any indication cf veal feeling, and do vot pos-
cess the significance they have lo real life. Oec-

casionally my sympatby with the charscter T
= that my eyes have

am playing has been

1
o 1

«

filled with tears and 1 bave been usable to re-}
strain them. Bat this should pot be so, and

is not eommonly the case with.me. The sh:
ding of tears with an sctress is simply a =
of art. I know two prominent actresses
can turn or the waterfall at a mements
and, of course, impress their 8
the operation. Bernhardt, I know, has

her most tragic scenes,
until her whole form

guving people who stand in the
makicg funoy side remarks for
and indulging in grotesque grimaces

where

would do credit to a low comedian.
For the effective simulation
I much prefer sobs to tears.

bear you sob, but it cannot see

this guestion I agree

sider the greatest tragic actress who
the ltnp.g Her sobs had a wonderful

on her audiences. She
taken five years' constans study

tion in this line and to get the sobs so
thoreughly suited her. She ecould
and diminuendo these deraonstzations of
with all the power of a piano virtuose over

ivory keys

g
shakes cunvulsively,
their

As | have said, I am occasionally esrried
throngh th.a.:;‘i'u of my imagioation, so t

am in the keenest sympathy with the s

of the character I portray, and am fora

period of time, perbaps,

But, as a gener

K‘n ﬁ-. ' a "g"i'-‘

whom

lact

used to that iz
7”*"(

-
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actually the charaster,
al thiog, I am entrely mistress

of myself. 1 do not believe it is & possible thing
to feel actuslly the same as the 5.

feelings yoaare depictiag.
a5 “‘La Tosca” for an illostration. In the fom
act I murder s man. ls it to be suppcsed

person
Take my ex

one moment that 1 have the saw« smotions
the woman had who actually ecommitted €
a

erime?! How ean 1

Yet I believe it is perfectly

I never

throngh the devices of stage art,
before an ,udience a pioture of the
morse and terror which overtakes
whao has done the deed.
To demonstrate how absurd this ¢

that a player is actually possessed

emotions of the character he or she is

consider for a moment how itis ible Te
player to appear in the same Dart oig

night for forty-two weeks and

made necessary. To attemps
die of mental exhaustion before

Was over.

Y

It is true thas there are

“La Tosca” where I am so wroaght
dramatic sitpations that my haads

Py

b |
-

‘. o
M

murdered & ma

be
anguish for the two or three hundred times Sh

= e 1

grow cold and rigid, but this is essentially pl
cal pot mental or emotional. 1 have come

the stage after oue of these scenes in

and weak, but there was no

such as would have resulted from

through such emotions in life

of api
1 I haa

felt as “‘I.a Tosca” must have doue st the snd
the fourth aet, | should not have been sble {

finish the play.

e e—
The Right to Wear Hats 1o Theaters,

Bostou Ilerald.

A man who kept bhia bat on in »

theater was ejscted, and he has broucht as

for damages. He takes the that
bave ihe same right to wear

buildiogs as women.
with him.

Publie

It is & gracious

hats in

crees that men shall nocover
presence of the other sex,
compiy with it are bene
women {o whom deference
should not women rec:

received by tnem, by
heads, when they can -
but an aet of kindness in 1

courtesy

show regpect to women in
in their presance, but there are
keep on their bats an eatire

so doing they ueedlessiy and
men {rom the enjoyment of that
ally their right to see with uncbstructed v

u
do mot

Boys and Tobacoe.

Kcience.

In an ex tal

boys of all classes of , mad
health, who had bulndl.-:zm

of

raogiog from two months to two years,
seven showed severe injury o

and insufficient growth;

eough,

existence of irregularity : '
y of

disordersd stomachs,

alechol; thirteen had inter

and one had
abandoned the use

month’s time one-balf were |
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